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From The (London) Christian. 

MEMOIRS OF CHARLES G. FINNEY.* 

Theautobiography of this remarkable Amer- 
ican evangelist, who died lately, has just 
been published in this country by Messrs. 
Hodder & Stoughton, under special arrange- 
ment with the officers of Oberlin College, 
who issue the American edition. In these 
eo of wide-spread religious awakening, this 
volume will be received and read with extra- 
ordinary interest. Both in the manner of 
his conversion and in the wonderful work | 
that the Spirit of God accomplished through 
him during a long and active life, the histor 
of this man appears almost as unique in we 
ern times as was that of the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles in the early days of the Church. 
We cannot, withiu the ordinary limits of our | 
space, give our readers a fair idea of the in-| 
tense and thrilling interest of this volume. | 


_—— 


* “Memnirs of Rev. Charles G. Finney.” Written by him- 
self. 10s. 6d. Hodder & Stoughton, 
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give the chapter containing his conver- 
cause we consider it the key to all his 


pages of this book, Mr. Finney, we trust, 
being dead, will yet speak to the hearts and 
consciences of a much larger audience even 
than were reached by his living voice. 

“On a Sabbath evening in the autumn of 
1821, I made up my mind that I would settle 
the question of my soul’s salvation at once, 
that if it were possible I would make my 
peace with God. But as I was very busy in 
the affairs of the office, I knew that without 
great firmness of purpose I should never 
effectually attend to the subject. I therefore 
then and there resolved, as far as possible, to 


, avoid all business, and everything that would 


divert my attention, and to give myself 
wholly to the work of securing the salvation 
of my soul. I carried this resolution into 
execution as steruly and thoroughly as I 
could. I was, however, obliged to be a good 
deal in the office. But as the providence of 
God would have it, I was not much occupied 
either on Monday or Tuesday; and had op- 
portunity to read my Bible and engage in 
prayer most of the time. 

But I was very proud without knowing it. 
I had supposed that I had not much regard 
for the opinions of others, whether they 
thought this or that in regard to myself; and 
I had in fact been quite singular in attending 
prayer-meetings, and in the degree of atten- 
tion that I had paid to religion, while in 
Adams. In this respect I had been so singu- 
lar as to lead the church at times to think 
that I must be an anxious inquirer. But I 
found, when I came to face the question, that 

was very unwilling to have any one know 
that I was seeking the salvation of my soul. 
When I prayed, I would only whisper my 
prayer, after having stopped the key-hole to 
the door, lest some one should discover that 
I was engaged in prayer. Before that time 
I had my Bible lying on the table with the 
law books: and it never had occurred to me 
to be ashamed of being found reading it, any 
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more than I should be ashamed of being 
found reading any of my other books. 

But after I had addressed myself in earn- 
est to the subject of my own salvation, I kept 
my Bible, as much as I could, out of sight. 
If I was reading it when anybody came in, I 
would throw my law books upon it to create 


the impression that I had not had it in my) 
Instead of being outspoken and will- 


hand. 
ing to talk with anybody and everybody on 


the subject as before, I found myself unwill-| 
I did not | 
‘after this distinct revelation had stood for 


ing to converse with anybody. 
want to see my minister, because I did not 
want to let him know how I felt, and I had 
no confidence that he would understand my 
case and give me the direction that I needed. 
For the same reasons I avoided conversation 


with the elders of the church, or with any of | 


the Christian people. I was ashamed to let 
them know how | felt, on the one hand, and 
on the other I was afraid they would misdi- 
rect me. I felt myself shut up to the Bible. 

During Monday and Tuesday my convic- 
tions increased, but still it seemed as if my 
heart grew harder. I could not shed a tear, 
I could not pray. I had no opportunity to 


that if I could be alone where I could 
use my voice and let myself out, I should 
find relief in prayer. I was shy, and avoided 
as much as I could, speaking to anybody on 
any subject. I endeavored, however, to do 


this in a way that would excite no suspicion 
in any mind that I was seeking the salvation 
of my soul, 

Tuesday night I had become very nervous, 
and in the night a strange feeling came over 


me as if I was about to die. I knew that if 
I did I should sink down to hell, but I quieted 
myself as best I could until morning. 

At an early hour | started for the office. 
But just before I arrived there something 


seemed to confront me with questions like | 


these: indeed, it seemed as if the ‘inquiry 


was within myself, as if an inward voice said | 
Did you | 


to me, “ What are you waiting for? 
not promise to give your heart to God? 
what are you trying to do? 
deavouring to work out a righteousness of 
your own?” 


And 


manner most marvellous to me at the time. 
I think I then saw, as clearly as I ever have 
in my life, the reality and fulness of the 
atonement of Christ. 


me to be an offer of something to be accept- 
ed; and that it was full and complete; and 





‘such a thing had he seen me going. 


Are you en- | 
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that all that was necessary on my part was 
to get my own consent to give up my sins, 
and accept Christ. Salvation, it seemed to 
me, instead of being a thing to be wrought 
out by my own works, was a thing to be found 
entirely in the Lord Jesus Christ, who pre- 


‘sented himself before me as my God and my 


Saviour. 

Without being distinctly aware of it, I had 
stopped in the street right where the inward 
voice seemed to arrest me. How long I re- 
mained in that position I cannot say. But 


some little time before my mind, the question 
seemed to be put, “‘ Will you accept it now, 
to-day?” I replied, “Yes; I will accept it 
to-day, or I will die in the attempt.” 

North of the village, and over a hill, lay a 
piece of woods, in which I was in the almost 
daily habit of walking, more or less, when 
it was pleasant weather. It was now October, 
and the time was past for my frequent walks 
there. Nevertheless, instead of going to the 
office, I turned and bent my course toward 


| the woods, feeling that I must be alone, and 
‘away from all human eyes and ears, so that 
pray above my breath, and frequently I felt | 


I could pour out my prayer to God. 

But still my pride must show itself. As 
I went over the hill it occurred to me that 
some one might see me and suppose that I was 
going away to pray. Yet probably there was 
not a person on earth that would have suspected 
But 80 
great was my pride, and so much was I pos- 


| sessed with the fear of man, that I recollect 


that I skulked along under the fence till I 
got so far out of sight that no one from the 
village could see me. I then penetrated into 
the woods, I should think, a quarter of a 
mile, went over on the other side of the hill, 
and found a place where some large trees had 
fallen across each other, leaving an open place 
between. There I sawI could make akind of 
closet. I crept into this place and knelt 
down for prayer. As I turned to go up into 
the woods I recollect to have said, ‘I will 
give my heart to God, or I never will come 
down from there.’ I recollect repeating this 
as I went up—‘I will give my heart to God 


before I ever come down again.’ 
Just at this point the whole question of! 
Gospel salvation opened to my mind in a| 


But when I attempted to pray I found 
that my heart would not pray. I had sup- 
posed that if I could only be where I could 
speak aloud without being overheard I could 


| pray freely. But lo! when I came to try I 
I saw that His work | was dumb—that is, I had nothing to say to 
was a finished work; and that instead of| 
having, or needing, any righteousness of my 
own to recommend me to God, I had to sub-| 
mit myself to the righteousness of God| 
through Christ. Gospel salvation seemed to | 


God ; or, at least I could say but a few words, 
and those without heart. In attempting to 
pray I would hear a rustling in the leaves, as 
I thought, and would stop and look up to see 
if somebody were not coming. This I did 
several times. 

Finally, I found myself verging fast to de- 








spair. I said to myself, ‘I cannot pray. My | 


heart is dead to God, and will not pray.’ I 
then reproached myself for having promised 
to give my heart to God before I left the 
woods. When I came to try, I found I 
could not give my heart toGod. My inward 
soul hung back, and there was no going out 
of my heart to God. I began to feel deeply 
that it was too late; that it must be that I was 
given up of God and was past hope. 

The thought was pressing me of the rash- 
ness of my promise, that I would give my 
heart to God that day or die in the attempt. 
It seemed to me as if that was binding upon my 
soul; and yet I was going to break my vow. 
A great sinking and discouragement came 
over me, and I felt almost too weak to stand 
upon my knees, 

Just at this moment I again thought I 
heard some one approach me, and I opened 
my eyes to see whether it were so. But right 
there the revelation of my pride of heart, as 
the great difficulty that stood in the way, was 
distinctly made to me. An overwhelming 
sense of my wickedness in being ashamed to 
have a human being see me on my knees be- 
fore God took such powerful possession of 
me, that I cried at the top of my voice, and 
exclaimed at the top of my voice that I 
would not leave that place if all the men on 
earth and all the devils in hell surrounded 
me. ‘What!’ I said, ‘such a degraded 
sinner as 1 am, on my knees confessing my 
sins to the great and holy God, and ashamed 
to have any human being, and a sinner like 
myself, find me on my knees endeavoring to 
make my peace with my offended God?’ 
The sin appeared awful, infinite. It broke 
me down before the Lord. 

Just at this point this passage of Scripture 
seemed to drop into my mind with a flood of 
light: ‘Then shall ye go and pray unto Me, 
and I will hearken unto you. Then shall ye 
seek Me and find Me, when ye shall search for 
Me with all your heart.’ I instantly seized 
hold of this with my heart. I had intellect- 
ually believed the Bible before; but never 
had the truth been in my mind that faith 
was a voluntary trust instead of an intellect- 
ual state. I was as conscious as I was of my 
existence of trusting at that moment in God's 
veracity. Somehow I knew that that was a 
passage of Scripture, though I do not think 
I had ever read it. I knew that it was God’s 
word, and God’s voice, as it were, that spoke 
tome. I cried to'Him, ‘ Lord, I take Thee 
at thy word. Now Thou knowest that I do 
search for Thee with all my heart, and that 
I have come here to pray to Thee; an@ Thou 
hast promised to hear me.’ 

That seemed to settle the question that I 
could then, that day, perform my vow. The 
Spirit seemed to lay stress upon that idea in 
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the text, ‘When you search for Me with all 
your heart.’ The question of when—that is, 
of the present time—seemed to fall heavily 
into my heart. I told the Lord that I should 
take Him at his word; that He could not 
lie; and that therefore I was sure that He 
heard my prayer, and that He would be found 
of me. 

He then gave me many other promises, 
both from the Old and New Testament, es- 
pecially some most precious promises respect- 
ing our Lord Jesus Christ. I never can, in 
words, make any human being understand 
how precious and true those words appeared 
tome. I took them one after the other as 
infallible truth, the assertions of God who 
could not lie. They did not seem so much 
to fall into my intellect as into my heart, to 
be put within the grasp of the voluntary 
powers of my mind, and I seized hold of 
them, appropriated them, and fastened upon 
them with the grasp of a drowning man. 

I continued thus to pray, and to receive 
acd appropriate promises for a long time, I 
know not how long. I prayed till my mind’ 
became so full that, before I was aware of 
it, I was on my feet and tripping up the as- 
cent toward the road. The question of my 
being converted had not so much as arisen 
to my thought, but as I went up, brushing 
through the leaves and bushes, [ recollect 
saying with great emphasis, ‘ If I am ever con- 
verted, I will preach the Gospel.’ ” 


+e. 
From The British Friend. 
REPORT OF THE YOUNG MEN’S MEET- 


INGS HELD AT FRIENDS’ MEETING- 
HOUSE, BELFAST, I875. 





In this, our first Annual Report, it may 
not be inaropriate that we should make 
some reference to the origin of our Meetings, 
and to the objects we have in view, as well as 
to what has been accomplished. 

Towards the end of last year we felt that 
more religious life had sprung up amongst us, 
and that it would be profitable to meet on 
New Year’s Eve to strengthen and refresh one 
another in spiritual things, and to feel after 
any pointings of duty that might especially 
devolve upon us as the younger part of the 
Congregation. 

Various proposals were made, and, ulti- 
mately, we concluded to assemble on Fifth- 
day evenings, with the following objects in 
view, Viz. :— 

To search the Holy Scriptures. 

To gain a clearer and deeper view of doc- 
trinal truths, more especially those of our own 
Society. 

To engage in any service to which we be- 


lieved ourselves called. 
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We can thankfully acknowledge that we 
have not met in vain. 

Our love for the Holy Scriptures has much 
increased, and we trust that not a few amongst 
us have been enabled thereby to live more in 
accordance with their teaching. : 

The loving fellowship thus established 
amongst us, we believe, may do much tow- 
ards leading us alike to prize and maintain 
our principles. 

Two large Special Meetings were held by 
Arthur Pim; and on Monthly Meeting days 
we have held Special Meetings which have 
not been confined to young men, and they ap- 
pear to he much appreciated. The subjects 
taxen up were “ Gideon’s Call,” “ Baptism,” 
“The Lord’s Supper,” and the “The Call and 
Qualification for the Christian Ministry.” 

Two other Special Meetings were held, at 
which our esteemed friend, John Newby of 
Ackworth, clearly and forcibly put before us 
the “ Distinctive Marks of our Religious Pro- 
fession.” 

We have also assisted Richard Allen and 
Mary Ann Marriage Allen in holding Gos- 
pel and Children’s Meetings; and we hold 
ourselves in readiness to aid any who are la- 
boring for the welfare of their fellow-men 
and the glory of God. 

Thus far our expenses have been met by 
donations given separately for each object: 
but as our Association has now become more 
complete and established, we purpose to raise 
annual subscriptions, which will hereafter be 
acknowledged. FREDERICK BELL, Sec. 

12th mo. 30, 1875. 


-_ 


From The (London) Christian. 


LECTURES ON THE EPISTLE TO THE 
HEBREWS. 


By Rev. Adolph Saphir, B. A. (Segond series.) 
Shaw.—This is the long-expected second vol- 
ume of Mr. Saphir’s lectures on the Hebrews, 
of which we have already commended the 
first volume to our readers as a work of 
especial interest. Nor will this second vol- 
ume (which finishes the epistle) disappoint 
them. It has all the freshness of thought and 
depth of feeling by which Mr. Saphir’s writings 
are characterized. It has, too,—as the first 
volume also had—this special charm: that 
we have a Jewish mind of the highest order, 
or, we should say, in praise to Him to whom 
all praise is due, we have the Spirit of God 
working through a Jewish mind to teach us 
Gentiles the meaning of an epistle which was 
written by a Jew to Jews, and which it befits 
a Jew peculiarly to interpret. . . .. 

We also rejoice to see his faithful teach- 
ing on the subject of holiness, a few sentences 
of which we give in the following brief 
quotation :—‘“ There are two errors against 
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which we must guard. Justification and 
sanctification proceed from one source, 
When we first believed in Jesus we re- 
ceived not merely pardon, but the re- 
newal of heart and will. Then we were sep- 
arated from sin unto God. Then faith saw 
the old man condemned and crucified. Then 
we began the new life of faith, in which there 
is conflict between the spirit and the flesh. 
Now, we must always remember and hold fast 
this beginning. There is no second starting- 
point for sanctification; there is only one 
starting-point and beginning of the new life. 
It is not by some subsequent resolution, in 
which we concentrate our energy, and by an 
act of our will, that we determine henceforth 
to live a godly life, but by faith constantly 
grasping what it cul at conversion, the 
grace of God in Christ—that we are disci- 
plined and conformed to the will of God. 
The apostle never exhorts Christians to make 
a new beginning, to resolve to consecrate 
themselves, to seek a fresh baptism; but to 
reckon themselves to have died, to have been 
transplanted, to remember that they had re- 
ceived the Spirit, and that they were set apart 
to God. God is holy; Christ is my holiness ; 
I am holy in Him who died for me, and for me 
is now in heaven. Humbled and comforted 
by this assurance, let me abide in Christ; 
let me put away in his strength all sin and 
worldliness, from which his death separates 
me; let me live by faith in Jesus.” 


> 


For Friends’ Review. 


AFFECTED HUMILITY. 


It cannot be doubted that humility before 
God is a virtue which every believer should 
possess, in making his life and devotion ac- 
cord with the higher life of our one perfect 
pattern in all things. 

Commencing its growth in the heart, at the 
centre of all our petitions and desires, like 
leaven in the flour, it should influence the 
entire being ; and we should not only seem to 
“walk humbly with God” before men, but 
the whole man should lie prostrate before its 
Maker. But we are advised to “let no man 
beguile us in a voluntary humility;” the 
Apostle implying that it is possible to assume 
of ourselves, “things which have indeed a 
show of humility,” but are not genuine fruits 
of a new spirit. I have often wondered why 
some Christians avoid directly answering per- 
sonal questions concerning a change of heart, 
avoid it, by giving partial or evasive answers, 
instead of declaring at once, what they know 
is the truth. Some answers which we hear to 
the question “art thou a Christian,” are 
these: ‘“‘I hope I am,” or “I am trying to 
be.” These persons mean well, but could 
they have carefully considered the meaning 


















of their words? They appear to think they 
are evincing a degree of humility, but is it 
not possible that they drag the religion of 
Jesus Christ into a deeper humiliation ? 

If we had any merit in ourselves, if we 
had paid our ransom and could now keep 
from sinning by our own strength, then it 
might appear humble not to speak of such 
attainments; but since it is all of another, 
and by His merits that we stand acquitted, 
since our salvation depends upon His keeping 
power and not upon our own, is it Asserting 
our own ability to speak in terms of the 
fullest confidence of a gift bestowed by 
another, of the constant presence of Him 
who said “what I tell you in darkness,” 
that is, in secret, “that speak ye in the 
light?” The Apostle seems to have 
a holy confidence in his Guide when he ex- 
horted believers to “ follow me even as I fol- 
low Christ;” believing that he had passed 
from death into the life of another, and speak- 
ing the word which had saved him with all 
boldness. Yet we have heard the text re 
ferred to, quoted by some as though it reads, 
“follow me as I endeavor to follow Christ,” 
thus distorting its frank assurance by insert- 
ing a word of their own invention. 

If by our own words we shall be justified or 
condemned, verily we should “ speak that we 
do know ;” and a hesitancy would be com- 
mendable if our peace were not complete, peace 
received in place of the burden of sin. 
We should be swift to accept the mercy 
of God that we may “also believe and there- 
fore speak.” But if we have entered into 
the family of Christ, ought we not to publish 
the news of our new birth by direct answers 
to personal questions, as well as by a correct 
example before the world. Ought we not 
“with all boldness to speak the word,” 
even the word of our pardon, and reconcilia- 
tion with the Father? And if in the judg- 
ment of those who would have us affect a 
_— of humility, we stand condemned for 

e assurance of our faith, we may conclude, 
that with blindness they speak of the things 
they understand not, knowing full well that 
in the day of God's judgment, the word of 
the Lord will be—not, “them who have tried 
or hoped to confess me before men” but, 
“them who have confessed me before men I 
will confess before my Father.” 


ELIzABETH GRINNEL. 
Wichita Indian Agency, I. T. 





—— 


_ Remarcasie Caristianiry.—By cable 
it is reported that the Christian subjects of 
Turkey have offered to serve as soldiers in 
the army, instead of paying, as hitherto, an 
exemption tax. This the Sultan’s govern- 
ment refuses, “on the ground that the Chris- 
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tians are not to be trusted in his army.” 
They certainly do not belong there or in any 
other army. Perhaps it is the Sultan’s appre- 
hension of this that prevents him from trust- 
ing them. 





- 





PRESENCE OF MIND. 


By DAVID MACRAE. 








I remember, some years ago, the case of a 
r woman near Moffat, who when carrying 
ome some “‘meal pocks,” had occasion to 
cross a fisld in which there was a wild bull. 
Suddenly the bull made its appearance. The 
woman ran for the dyke, the bull after her. 
The dyke was a good way off and the bull 
was making up fast. Suddenly she tripped 
and fell. The monster was close upon her. 
Quick as lightning the woman tore open one 
of the “pocks” and threw a handful of the 
meal into the brute’s eyes just as he was lower- 
ing his horns to toss her. The bull was 
blinded for the time, and plunged madly 
about unable to see her. The woman picked 
up her “meal-pocks” and ran, just as a game- 
keeper made his appearance coming to the 
rescue. The presence of mind in this case 
consisted in the woman’s instant perception 
and execution of the best method of defense 
that deliberation could have suggested, 
People often say, when a thing is over, “If I 
had only thought of doing so and so,” but 
presence of mind thinks of it, 

Dr. John Brown tells of a lady who was 
sitting on a lawn with her children around 
her when a mad dog appeared running 
towards them pursued by some peasants. 
Without presence of mind the lady would 
either have shrieked and fled or else flung her- 
self upon the dog and in seeking to save the 
children sacrificed herself. Her presence of 
mind, however, instantly suggested the best 
thing to be done, She sprang to her feet, ran 
forward to meet the rabid brute, received its 
head in her thick stuff gown between her 
knees, and muffling it up held it with all 
her might till the men came up. 

Another casein which a man had steadiness 
of mind to do in a suddenemergency just what 
people considering it calmly afterwards would 
say was wisest, occurred at a farm near 
Exeter. The farmer (Mr. Blight) observing 
a swarm of bees, tried to attract them by 
waving a leafy branch which he had torn 
from a bush. They came, but instead of 
pitching on it they suddenly began to gather 
on the man’s head, face, neck and hands. 
Instead of yielding to the impulse there must 
have been, wildly to plunge about and try to get 
the swarm off—an effort which would have 
ended in his being stung to death—the man, 
the moment he saw they were s2ttling onhim, 
cried to his friends to bring a hive, and then 
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stood perfectly still, though the bees were | 
soon swarming inches deep all over his head | 
and neck. A hive was brought and held in| 
position, the bees swarmed away into it, and | 
the man escaped without a single sting. . . . 

A very remarkable and at the same time 
fearful instance of this kind of self-possession 
is given by Goldwin Smith in his “ Irish His 
tory and Character.” A party of Whiteboys| 
forced their way on bloody errand into the 
house of a man whose wife and child were in 
the house with him. The ruffians seized the 
man and dragged him down stairs to murder 
him; and the woman knew that her turn 
would come next. There was a little closet 
in the room with a little hole in the door 
which a person placed inside could peep 
through. The woman with the swiftness of 
thought concealed the little girl in the closet 
and said to her: 

“They are murdering your father down 
stairs, and when they have done they will 
come up and murder me. While they are at 
it, watch them, and see you are able to 
swear to them when you see them in court. I 
will throw turf on the fire to give you 
light and will struggle as long as I can that 
you may have a good view.” 

Scarcely had she got the fire into a blaze 
when the ruffians, having murdered her hus- 
band, dashed into the room and sprang upon 
her. The girl, who evidently inherited her 
mother’s spirit, watched them well while her 
mother was being dispatched. She identified 
them afterwards in a court of justice and on 
her evidence they were convicted... .... 

Presence of mind is often more acquired 
than natural. But frequently what seems a 
growing acquisition of this power is simply a 
growing familiarity with the kind of embar- 
rassments or dangers that at first threw the 
mind into confusion. With most men recur- 
ring embarrassments become less embarrass- 
ing ; and at last the mind is left free to exer- 
cise its native sagacity, without being, even 
for an instant, disturbed.—Christian Union. 

From the Indian Herald. 
AN INDIAN INTERPRETER. 


LitTLe Osace Station, I. T. 
2nd Month 8, 1876 


Ep. Heratp:—The announcement of the 
sudden death of Robt. Lombard, Interpreter 
and First Councillor for the Quapaw Indiaus, | 
while visiting the Osages in company with a 
number of his band, calls for a brief notice 
of his commendable efforts for the elevation 
of his people. At the opening of our mis- 
sion work, about three years since, Robt. 
Lombard, like many untried hearts, not only 
manifested perfect indifference to our educa- 
tional system, but with a bitter Roman Catho- 
lic spirit opposed our earnest endeavors for| 
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the education and christianization of the 
children. In due time, however he gave evi- 
dence of a change of heart, and one day 
while sitting in his wagon engaged in conver- 
sation, he wished me to furnish him with pen- 
ciland paper. Upon receiving them he wrote 
the following, and requested me to give it to 
my wife: “I want you to know by this that 
I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as you do, 
and upon His grace to save from sin.” Not 
long after this he began to attend our Sab- 
bath day exercises and Bible readings with 
the children, generally interpreting for us, 
and delivering addresses to his people. He 
obtained a Bible, read and explained it to 
his people and encouraged them to come out 
and observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
The result was a good attendance at our 
meetings. A protracted illness, last autumn, 
previous to his leaving for the Osage country, 
brought him often to refer to the ‘wind up 
of time’ with him, and as we fitted him up for 
the journey, it seemed probable that it might 
be the last kind act on our part, and so it 
has proven. The writer has sufficient cause 
to believe that his last untiring efforts for 
his people will be counted unto him for 
righteousness, and now his work being fin- 
ished he has received the welcome message— 
“ Well done, good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things, enter into 
the joy of thy Lord.” A. C. Tuttle. 
A LETTER FROM THOMAS CHALKLEY. 
To Friends of the Monthly Meeting at Opeckon. 
Virer1a, at John Cheagle’s, 2ist of Fifth mo, 1738. 
“Dear Friends, who inhabit Shenandoah 
and Opeckon. Having a concern for your 
welfare and prosperity, both now and here- 
after, and also the prosperity of your children, 
I had a desire to see you, but being in years 
and heavy, and much spent and fatigued with 
my long journeys in Virginia and Carolina, 
it seems too hard for me to perform a visit in 
person to you; wherefore I take this way to 
discharge my mind of what lies weightily 
thereon: and 


“First ; I desire that you be careful, being 


far and back inhabitants, to keep a friendly 
correspondence with the native Indians, giv- 
ing them no occasion of offence; they being 
a cruel and merciless enemy,where they think 
they are wronged or defrauded of their right, 
as woful experience hath taught in Carolina, 
Virginia and Maryland, and especially in New 
England, &c.; nj 

“Second ; As divine Providence hath given 
them and their forefathers the possession of 
this continent of America, or this wilderness, 
they have a natural right thereto, in justice 
and equity ; and no people, according to the 





law of nature and justice, and our own prin- 
ciple, which is according to the glorious gos- 
pel of our dear and holy Lord 
ought to take away or settle on other men’s 
lands or rights, withqut consent, or purchas- 
ing the same, by agreement of parties con- 
cerned ; which I suppose in your case is not 
yet done. 

“Third ; Therefore my counsel and Chris- 
tian advice to you, is, my dear friends, that 
the most reputable among you, do,with speed, 
endeavor to agree with and purchase your 
lands of the native Indians or inhabitants. 
Take example of your worthy and honorable 
late proprietor, William Penn; who, by his 
wise and religious care in that relation, hath 
settled a lasting peace and commerce with the 
natives, and through his prudent manage- 
ment therein, hath been instrumental to 
plant in peace one of the most flourishing 
provinces in the world. 

“Fourth; who would run the risk of the 
lives of their wives and children, for the 
eparing a little cost and pains? I am con- 
cerned to lay these things before you, under 
an uncommon exercise of mind, that your 
new and flourishing little settlement may not 
be laid waste, and if the providence of the 
Almighty doth not intervene, some of the 
blood of yourselves, wives or children, be 
spilled on the ground. 

“Fifth; Consider you are in the province 
of Virginia, holding what rights you have 
under that government; and the Virginians 
have made an agreement with the natives, to 
go as far as the mountains and no further; 
and you are over and beyond the mountains, 
therefore out of that agreement; by which 


you lie open to the insults and incursions of | 


the southern Indians, who have destroyed 


many of the inhabitants of Carolina and Vir-| 


ginia, and even now have destroyed more on 
the like occasion. The English going beyond 
the bounds of their agreement, eleven of them 
were killed by the Indians while we were 
travelling in Virginia. 


within the bounds of William Penn’s patent 
from King Charles IT, which will be bard for 
you to prove, you being far to the southward 
of his line; yet if done, that is of no consid- 
eration with the Indians,without a purchase of 
them, except you will go about to convince 
them by fire and sword, contrary to our prin- 
ciples; and if that were done,they would ever 
be implacable enemies, and the land could 
never be enjoyed in peace. 

“Seventh ; Please to note that in Pennsyl- 
vania no new settlements are made, without 
an agreement with the natives; as witness 
Lancaster county, lately settled ; though that 


is far within the grant of William Penn's pat- | 
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esus Christ, | 





act of his life. 
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open to insurrection of northern as well as 
southern Indians. 

“And lastly, thus having shown my good 
will to you and your new settlement, that you 


| might sit every one under your shady tree, 


where none might make you afraid,and that 
you might prosper naturally and spiritually, 
you and your children; and having in some 
measure eased my mind of the weight and 
concern that lay upon me, I subscribe in the 
love of our holy Lord Jesus Christ, 
“ Your real friend, 
THomas CHALKLEY.” 


ee 


AN AGED PHILANTHROPIST. 


In the bustle and hurly-burly of the world, 
many names deserving of frequent and hon- 
orable mention receive far less than the at- 
tention they deserve. Among such names is 
that of Sir Moses Montefiore, who, in his 
ninety-second year, has recently returned to 
England from his seventh visit to Jerusalem. 
These visits were made in the interest of his 
people, the Hebrews, and for the honor of their 
name. Sir Moses feels the injustice which is 
done when popular prejudices crystallize into 
opinions, and harsh tradition, fortified by 
carelessly accepted precedents, is adopted as 
truth. 

The long life of Sir Moses carries his rec- 
ollections far back beyond the time when his 
co-religionists were admitted to an equality 
in civil privileges in Great Britain. And in 
his course of public services, official and un- 
official, while he has enjoyed all the advan- 
tayes to which the long delayed justice of the 
law admits his brethren, he has demonstrated 
in his own person the benefits which a State 
may derive by equitable recognitien of all 
its people. Sir Moses was Mayor of London 
in 1837, and received the compliment of 
knighthood, which attaches to the accident of 
officially receiving a royal visit to London. 


In 1846 he was raised to a baronetcy in rec- 


: ‘ognition of his high character and public 
“Sixth; If you believe yourselves to be) 


services. In 1840,in one of his personal 
visits to the East, he secured the grant of 
certain civil rights to the Jews of Damascus. 
In Morocco he has pleaded for relief of 
Christians as well as Jews from their religious 
disabilities. In 1867 he founded a Jewish 
College at Ramsgate in memory of his de- 
ceased wife. Being then in his 83d year, he 
probably regarded that deed as the crowning 
But he has lived on for ten 
years more of personal activity, public spirit 
and private benevolence. 

The motive for referring to-day to some of 
the incidents in the life of Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore is to refer to certain conclusions drawn 
from his last visit to Jerusalem. One of 


ent from King Charles II, wherefore you lie| these is against the popular opinion that 
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there are no Jewish artisans in Jerusalem, and 
at, as a class, the Jews are unwilling to 
work at handicraft labor. He found in the 
city watch-makers, lithographers, engravers, 
sculptors, bookbinders, goldsmiths and car- 
penters, and he says “all did their work most 
satisfactorily.” The Jews of Jerusalem and 
in every part of the Holy Land are willing 
and able to work, and their mental powers 
are of a satisfactory character. They do 
work, and Sir Moses furthermore says 
“they are more industrious than many men 
even in Europe.” He states that many per- 
sons in Jerusalem and other eities have an- 
nounced their willingness to follow agricul- 
tural pursuits. To meet this spirit Sir Moses 
earnestly advocates what Kossuth tersely 
called “ material aid.”— Public Ledger. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FOURTH MO. 1, 1876. 


CaRE OF THE InpDIANS.—We believe that 
nearly all of the true friends of the American 
Indians, and especially those most familiar 
with the actual results of Christian labor 
amongst them within the last few years, must 
look with much regret and anxiety upon the 


efforts now being made to have the affairs of | 
the Indian Bureau transferred to the War 
Department. On what ground this can be 
consistently done we are unable to perceive. 
The official and actual relations of our Gov- 
ernment with the Indian tribes are those of 
peace, not war. The terrivle inexpediency 
(as well as inhumanity) of a warlike policy 
towards them has been often abundantly 
shown. It had seemed to have almost be- 
come the accepted conclusion of the nation, 
that, even upon the most selfish grounds, it is 
far “better policy to feed than to fight In- 
dians.” President Grant’s enlightened liber- 
ality and firmness have, so far, made it pos- 
sible, under Providence, for the good effects 
ef kindness and justice towards them to be, in 
many places, demonstrated beyond a doubt. 
Shall all this good work be now arrested, 
and, much of it, destroyed ? 

An argument has been, sometimes, used in 
favor of the proposed transfer to the War 
Department, to the effect that, under military 
training and discipline, a greater proportion 
of honesty and steadiness of character might 
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be maintained amongst those representing the 
government in dealing with the Indians. 
But, just now, in view of what has happened 
at the very head of the War Office, we need 
hardly dwell upon the delusiveness of such 
an expectation. Nothing could be worse in 
any department of the government. 

No selfish object, we are sure, can possibly 
induce those Friends who have taken an ac- 
tive part in endeavoring to promote the suc- 
cess of the Indian Agencies under the care of 
our Society and other religious denomina- 
tions, to desire the prolongation of so heavy 
and often perplexing a responsibility. But 
the accounts of progress among the Indians, 
where they have been well treated, accounts 
many of which we have gladly presented in 
our correspondence, have been so encouraging 
as to warrant much hopefulness for the fu- 
ture. If Indian affairs should be transferred 
to the War Department, it would seem to be 
a matter of course that the present official re- 
lations of the members of the Society of 
Friends with the Indian tribes must cease. 
Not only for = reason, but also because of 
the animus Which such a change will signify 
on the part of the government, it is to be 
most earnestly desired that no such transfer 
may take place. Let public opinion affix a 
rightful stigma to official as well as private 
corruption, wherever it may occur; and let 
every officer of the government, from the 
highest to the lowest in station, be selected 
and promoted, only according to character 
and competency. Especially, let us wish 
and hope that the voluntary endeavors of 
Christian men to supplement, as well as 
sustain, the endeavors of the government to 
improve the condition of the Indians, may 
not be finally thwarted by a change of policy 
which threatens to bring back the semi-bar- 
baric state of perpetual border warfare. 
Should this again begin, it can hardly end 
except in the slow extinction, after years of 
costly and sanguinary strife, of those whose 
right to possess their native soil in peace no 
Christian nation can deny. 


2 —_— 


DISTINCTIVE PRINCIPLES OF FRIENDS.—Our 
friend Stanley Pumphrey has, by appointment, 
held during last week, at Friends’ meeting-house 
on Twelfth street, Philadelphia, two meetings for 
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religious instruction ; at which he has addressed, | it, thirty-five of them have signed the pledge, join- 
each time, a large assembly of our members and | !9g 4 local Band of Hope. Would it not be well 


tol matheinten ter wikieh | for Friends’ travelling to proclaim the Gospel to 
others, upon those essential principles Dy interest themselves more in such institutions ? 


the religious Society of Friends has always been! Qn Twelfth month 23rd, after her various en- 
distinguished from other denominations of the|gagements in Newcastle, Caroline E, Talbott 
Christian world. This presentation of doctrinal | 2nd her husband went to Shotley Bridge, profess- 


truth 4 wracticll urincioles has been edly to rest during the holiday weeks, as it is 
ee P P | difficult to obtain a good attendance at religious 
eminently satisfactory. Our friend has found it| meetings in towns at that time: but she soon 


his place to deliver similar addresses elsewhere | found abundant service in the country district ; 
in this country ; and we hope that he may be en- | 2nd during the fortnight she attended, or specially 

d still tod i the different localities appointed, sixteen meetings. Several of these 
Couraged still to co $0, in the Gineren’ toce were for the promotion of Temperance, and 
in which he may sojourn during his visit to| C. E. T.’s addresses produced an earnest interest. 
America, There is great need of such instruc- | The religious meetings also were crowded, and 
tion upon this subject; not only amongst those | there is cheering evidence that much blessing has 


side of the Societ A cious ensshanh amt resulted. Caroline E. Talbott was in Darlington 
OULmee OF the SOcity, an y and neighborhood from the 14th to the 25th of 


bers, but among “ birthright’? members also. | First month, and held numerous meetings. 
While extremes of the most opposite kinds are, 
in some quarters, dividing the unity and impair- | DIED 
ing the strength of our body, our hope is that the i 


. SMITH.—On the 31st of 3d mo. 1874, Samuel L. 
great mass of our members ans yet loyal to the son of William P., and Eunice T. Smith, aged about 
‘old banner” of Truth; needing only the cer-| 7 weeks; a member of Bear Creek Monthly Meeting 


tain sound of the trumpet to bring them closer | of Friends, Iowa. vs 
together. If this be not now truly the case, let|_-MAXWELL.—At Lockport, Niagara county, State 


: of New York, on the first of the 2nd month, 1876, 
us pray unto the Lord that it may become more | Hannah Maxwell, in the 83d year of her age, a mem- 


and more so. ‘For they shall see eye to eye, ma Hartland Monthly Meeting. 

‘ aad tes ANSON.—Near Bloomingdale, Parke co., Ind., 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion. on the 25th of 2nd month, 1876, Mary M. Branson, 
wife of Levi Branson, and daughter of David and Mary 


. : Cates, in her 27th year. She was a member of Tim. 
MINISTERS ABROAD.—We take the following | pered Hill Monthly Meeting, Kansas. She died in the 
from the (London) Friend : 


| triumph of a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Rufus P. King and Edward L. Scull attended the 
Weeaer miecuer a Lanencee, Gn 6 Fit ee eeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEEeE=e 
after which they paid a visit to two elderly 
women Friends. Then visited the ragged school | CORR ESPON DENCE. 
for girls, where they were well received, many of | ——————————_________—— : 


the children being much affected by their ad-| « ” “ 
( NING 8 _ 
dress. Teachers and girls expressed themselves | ee 











———-— ee 








most thankful and grateful for the visit. On| WINGS”; OR, 
Sixth-day held another meeting for worship with | : “ae 
Friends, and afterwards, at the house of a Friend | PRINCIPLE AND PRACTICE. 


living in the country, had an interesting meeting | It seems a little remarkable that these two 
with seven blind women, belonging to an institu- | books should have appeared so nearly at the 


tion in the city. Also held an open-air meeting | ‘me ee 
on the lawn with the boys of the ragged school, | oe time—the one, a clear exposition of 


their teachers, several Roman Catholic workmen, Chr — principles ; the other ry exemplifi- 
and the aforesaid blind women; planks having cation of those principles = the daily walk of 
been laid on the grass for R. P. K. and E. L, S.,| one of the Lord’s redeemed children. They 
who both spoke earnestly and impressively. The | 0 well together. 

Gospel message of salvation and peace through; It must be apparent to those who have 
Christ was proclaimed in simplicity. The Tem-| read these two books, that their wide circu 


perance cause was also advocated. A robin kept! lation w . is- 
flying in and out amongst the children, adding a ould ‘promote the cause of Chtis 


to the sweetness of the scene, and giving point | hath coh eg should be in libraries of Sab- 
to R. P. K.’s words about our Father caring for the | atl ean of Young Men’s Christian As- 
sparrows. R. P. K. then bent the knee in prayer, | 80Clations, in reading-rooms and other pub- 
all uncovered, and the boys knelt while God's | lic places, and given as presents to those who 
blessing was asked, and all were committed to|could not or would not be likely to purchase 
His care. On our friends taking leave, the | for themselves. 

saat hearty cheers when thay wore ceiving off to| 01th, “ay, wey these who have the means, 
the train. It is encouraging to be able to add that ae — —— ~ their aa == 
a blessing seems to have attended these meetings; | © Dome circle, whether necessarily 80, = 
both girls and boys often speak to their lady teach- otherwise, may help to spread the Redeemer 8 
ers (members of the Church), of the American ingdom, and be instrumental in blessing 
gentlemen ; and, after prayer for strength to keep | others. 
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EXTRACT FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 


KIOWA AND COMANCHE AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Second mo. 28th, 1876. 

Respected Friend: I have been waiting | 
for the return of the photographer before | 
answering thy letter of the 15th instant ; 
is expected back in a few days, when I will 
forward as thourequests, photographs of our 
school buildings and children, together with 
such other articles as I may be able to get. 
Our school now getting along nicely, 
seventy-two children attending, representing 
the three tribes, Kiowas, Comanches and 
Apaches. I have never known more rapid 
prozress than they are making. It is really 
wonderful. Besides the regular school les- 
sons they have learned many Scriptural pas- 
sages, can repeat plainly and distinctly the 


is 


Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer, | 


and really seem to enjoy the service of Sab- 


bath school hymns, many of them are sweet | 


singers. I have thought, could President 
Grant spend a few hours in our school, and 
see the wonderful tran-formation, 


children of those he has so nobly sought to 
assist and elevate, his determination would 
increase in resisting power, to prevent the 
control of them being turned over to those 


whose peculiar work and duties do not edu- | 
cate them to unfurl! King Emanuel’s banner | 


of Peace, and s 
ing influences 


rive by its sweet and sooth- 
to lead the down-cast and | 
down-trodden up to a higher and nobler 
position, even to the knowledge of Him, 
whom to know is life eternal. 

Had we more room, we could increase our 
attendance very much, so many are anxious 
to go to school, but we can’t take them for 
want of room. We are having very inter- 
esting meetings on First-days, especially ap- 
pointed for the adult Indians, 
them are regular attendants of our First-day 
morning meeting. 


number attend the meetings appointed for 


them; including many of those who have | 


ranked, or been classed, as among the very 
worst. Indians of the plains, who, a few 


years ago, would not, under any considera-| 
tion, have attended meetings where prayer | 
their superstitious | 


was wont to be made; 
notions would have kept them back ffom 
fear. They now listen with manifest interest 
to the truths of the Scripture, and bow their 
heads with seeming reverence when prayer 
is being made. Last First-day they listened 
very attentively to the beautiful story of 
God’s wondrous love in the gift of His Son, 
with the history of His coming, life, death 
and resurrection. And when vocal prayer 
was being made in their own language, their 
responses sounded like Amens and Amens 
from hearts which felt the sentiments ut- 


he | 


: | 
which a} 
few short months have wrought in the little | 


Several of | 


And a very encotraging | 
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| tered. To us who know these people, these 
|circumstances are very interesting and en- 
| couraging, and we earnestly hope that in 
His own good time and way He will en- 
lighten and anoint some among them to ad- 
vocate His cause and bring glory to His 
;name. One of the chiefs of the Qua-ha da 
Comanches, who as a band have been the 
most famous as raiders, went to one of the 
stores a short time ago, and invited the per- 
sons there to attend the meetings, told them 
they were missing a good de al by not at- 
tending. He has not missed our morning 
meeting but once in two months; his name is 
Wild Horse, principal chief of the Qua-ha-das. 
We desire the prayers of Christians in every 
place for our people. 
Very respectfully, thy friend, 
J.M. Haworrs, U. S. Indian Agent. 


From The (London) Christian, 


A CONFERENCE IN LONDON. 


It has been arranged to hold a “Union 
Conference for the promotion of Scriptural 
| holiness, or spiritual life,” at Freemasons’ 


Hall, London, from Monday, Feb. 21, to Sat- 
urday, the 26th inclusive. 

At the’present time it seems to us most de- 
sirable that all who believe in the doctrine of 
' sanctification through faith in our Lord Jesus 


‘Christ, and who experience this blessing, 
| should unite together in special prayer that 
‘they may be strengthened more and more by 
\the Holy Spirit, that they may “grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ,” and that they may be 
enabled humbly, lovingly, yet firmly, to con- 
tend for the “fulness of the blessing of the 
Gospel of Christ.” 

Moreover, as our teaching is 80 much mis- 
understood, and as we are wrongly supposed, 
by many, to teach Antinomianism, sinless per- 
fection, and similar unscriptural doctrines, it 
seems to us that as-early as practicable we 
should lay clearly before our Christian breth- 
ren the essentials of our teaching, and show 
that that teaching is in accordance with Holy 
Scripture. Will you kindly assist us by your 
prayers and co-operation ? 

Signed on behalf of the Executive Commit- 
tee, E. Garpiner FIisHBourNe. 


DEATH OF EX-PRESIDENT ROBERTS. 


Mr. Roberts, ex-President of Liberia, died 
at Monrovia on the 24th of February, and 
was buried with military honors the next day. 

Joseph Jenkins Roberts, ex-President of 
the Republic ot Liberia, whose death is an- 
nounced in the above telegram, was a native 
of Norfolk, Va., and emigrated to Liberia 
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from Petersburg, in 1829. Liberia declared 
its independence and adopted a constitution 
in 1847, and in the next year Mr. Roberts be- 
came the first President, holding the office for 
two terms of four years each, to 1856. He 
then retired from public life, but again ap- 
peared in 1871, when James Roye attempted | 
to hold on to the Presidency for four years, 
although the term had been limited to two 
years. Despite the opposition of Roye, an) 
election was held and Mr. Roberts was de- 
clared elected. An insurrection resulted, but 


Roye was captured and imprisoned. On| 


being released, he inaugurated another insur- 
rection, and was again taken into custody, and 
was drowned while attempting to escape to 
a British vessel, early in 1872. Mr. Roberts 
was re-elected President in 1873, and served 
another term, being succeeded in January of 


this year by James S. Payne, who had served | 


as President in 1868-69. In September last, 
the Republic became involved in a war with 
the aborizines, and in the earlier encounters 
the Liberians got the wurst of it, although it 
would seem that the contest is now about over. 
During the last term of President Roberts 
there was considera >le opposition to him in 
the country because he was not a full-blooded 
negro, the color line having obtained a hold 
even in the African Republic.—Daily Paper. 


> 


THE EIGHTH BIBLE 
CONFERENCE. 


SCHOOL 


(Continued from page 511.) 


Amos Kenwortuy, Western Yearly 
Meeting: My experience in prayer is this; 
when I need anything I ask for it. I think 
too there is a yreat mistake in running off 
somewhere to pray. 
Weare. The Lord says to-day. The devil 
says to-morrow. Now I need the power of 
God to enlighten me and to show me His ways, 
and I want to go to Him at once, when I am 
in need, and not wait for to-morrow or the 
next day or next week or anything of the 
kind, but it is now. I want us to remember 
that word now. 


_ Dr. James C. Tuomas: I think there is 
in this matter of prayer and of prostration 
of ourselves before God, something that we 
have to do at the present moment. The en- 
dowment with power is what we want; but | 
we must be in a condition to receive that 
~— and to be endued with it. We must | 

in the Lord’s hands to have it, so that 
he is able to use us and make us his instru- 
ment. How He is to use us is entirely a 
matter for Him to determine. I think vocal 
prayer for the children’s school, as we have 


| teacher’s. 


We should pray where | 


had abundant testimony here, is blessed by 
the Lord. 

Joan S. Hrxxes, of Philadelphia: I want 
to ask your distinct attention to the necessity 
of definite prayer each one of you for your 
classes; that it should be not only the Super- 
intendent’s voice which should be heard in 
prayer or in exercises in the school, but the 
I well remember one teacher in 
our school who was so faithful in that way, 


,and how many times we all have felt the bles- 


sing of hearing her voice. Let us be faith- 
ful; let us learn what this is for ourselves, 
and learning it, let us act. 

Epwarp C. Youna, Ohio: When we real- 
ize the needs of our class, realize that they 
have not Christ, and feel that He is their first 
need, we should put to ourselves the query, 
whether we are with Christ. 1 apprehend we 
might pray a great deal, as far as the formula 
is concerned, but if we are not ourselves in 
fellowship with Christ, I do not think our 
prayers will be effectual in leading the chil- 
dren to Him. 

JoHun Henry Dovatass: Dear friends, 
this is a practical work. We must attend to 
it literally, really and practically. I have 
no fear about the result. It reminds me of 
the old missionary who went to Califorpvia a 
few years ago. Passing along he came to 
where a poor man was carried away by in- 
temperance. He had a talk with the wife and 
she agreed that at a certain time every day— 
three times a day—they would pray for this 
man; and one day, to use the old missionary’s 
words, “‘after I had left them, as I was crossing 
the mountains I came to one of those great 
pine trees, and the first prayer I made for 
that poor drunkard was in the hollow of that 
tree. I got down on my knees and prayed 
for him and I knew the Lord would heed it. 
I knew nothing about it until, as I was re- 
turning from California, I came by that place 
again and found the man a temperance man 
and a Christian. Inquiring into it I found 
that that man had been impressed from the 
very day that we commenced our prayers. 
The wife had told him of the engagement 
which had been entered into between us.” 

Mary K. Murray, of New York, by re- 
quest, gave the following account and illus- 
tration of her method of teaching a Bible 
class : 

For many years my task, 


as a Bible 


| School teacher, was a heavy burden on my 


mind. I was always glad when the day 
was over,—glad when I left my class to go 
to my home ; but when I had once yielded 
myself wholly to the Lord, then I knew 
what it was to have joy in His service. The 
class was no longer a burden, for it was no 
longer my class, it was the Lord's; and I 
was only His instrument, to do His will 


. 
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I remember once being asked why I said| Q. He called them “brethren,” they were 
“our class.” I had used the expression un-| Christians, they were persons that loved the 
consciously,—-but it was because I had so| Lord Jesus Christ; and now we are bringing 
thoroughly learned to think of the class as|it home to ourselves, Paul says to us: ‘| 
the Lord’s and not mine altogether; and if| beseech you by the mercies of God.” Why 
you, dear teachers, so give yourselves to|did he use that expression?—To Henry 
Him, you wouid so realize that it is His work | Dickinson. 
and that you are but instruments in His| 4. “By the mercies of God”—because 


hands; and if you look only unto Him, He | what God had done, in Christ, had been set 


will prepare you and teach you how to teach | fyrth in the previous chapters, and it was 
your scholars. 


To teach here as I would teach my own 
class, or the Lord’s class which He has com- 
mitted to my care, is utterly impossible 
There, I know their separate needs and the 
teaching is as the Lord directs. When we 
meet together, the first thing is to ask the 
Lord to take charge of the class and He does 
it. 

I have taken, however, for the lesson this 
afternoon, the first two verses of the 12th 
chapter of Romans. I will ask persons, 
anywhere in the Conference, to answer such 
questions as I may ask. 

To Dr, Clark.—Read the two verses I 
have referred to, please. 

Dr. Clark read as follows: 
seech you therefore brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2. And be not conformed to this world; 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect wili of 
God.” 

Q. What is the first word he makes use 
of—Dr. Clark ? 

A. Beseech. 

Q. What does beseech mean ? 

A. To pray, to entreat. 


1. “I be- 


: 
Teacher. Does it not show how very ear- 


nest he was in his appeal; that it was more 
than asking, it was beseeching? We can 
hardly think of a better word—that he 
beseeches us. He so felt the importance of 


what he was going to say—“I beseech you.” | 


To Dr. Thomas. Q. Whom was he writ- 
ing to? 

A. He was writing to the Christians at 
Rome. 


Q. Was it only written for them ? 
A. I think not. 


Teacher. Paul is speaking to us individu-| 


ally ; he is speaking to me. We lose sight 
of the Romans, and take the lesson home to 
ourselves. 

“T beseech you therefore—” 


" Q. Why did he use that word “there- 
fore ?” 


A. Because of the arguments he had been 
presenting before. 


|impossible to give a stronger reason than the 
constraining influence of gratitude. 


| Q. “By the mercies of God I beseech 
\thee.” Does not that call to our minds 
what the mercies of God are? I beseech you 
to do what? 

A. “Present your bodies a living sacri- 
fice.” 

Teacher. Remember we are to take it 
right home to ourselves, I beseech thee that 
thou present thy body a living sacrifice. 
Will Allen Jay tell us what he thinks of 
that expression “presenting our body a living 
| sacrifice ?” 

A. Under the old Jewish law, a person 
who brought an offering, was not permitted 
to bring a dead sacrifice. He had to bring 
a living offering. 

Q. It means, does it not, that we are to 
live for Christ ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He speaks of this living sacrifice as 
\being “holy,” “acceptable to God’’—what 
does he mean ?—To Dr. Clark. 


A. Acceptable to God. It means that the 
body thus set apart a living sacrifice, is ac- 
| ceptable in His sight, through Christ Jesus; 
|and that the altar sanctifies the gift. 

Teacher. ‘““‘Which is your reasonable ser- 
'vice 7?” What is our reasonable service ? 

To Dr. Young. . A. This presenting of 
our bodies a living sacrifice, complete, 
continual. 
| Teacher. ‘Be not conformed to this world.” 
What does that mean?—To Thomas Kim- 
| ber. 


| 


| 


A. That we should not seek to be con- 
formed to the fashions of this world—should 
be willing to be counted fools for Christ’s 
|sake, and should consider ourselves as pil- 
| grims and strangers on the earth, seeking 4 
city. 

Teacher. And the 
transformed.” 

To 


n He says: “Be ye 
What does that mean? | 
David B. Updegraff. A. Put ™ 
contradistinction—“‘Conformed” is to have 


the carnal mind—* Transformed ” to 
have the new mind; and this happens 
at the time the sacrifice is made,and the pre- 
sentation of the spirit and soul, and body !8 


complete; that is what takes place at that 
time. 


is 
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Teacher. How is this transformation |of these unfortunate parents. Just then a 


made ?—To John Henry Douglass. 
A. “ By a renewing of your mind.” 
Teacher. What does that mean ? 


seventh child was born into that household. 
It was “a scrawny, puny babe, weighing five 
or six pounds. The mother wes worn out, 


A. Receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. | and was apparently to be left poor, friendless, 


Teacher. What does the word “‘acceptable” 
mean here? We had it in the first place, as 
applied to our sacrifice, and now here to the 
will of God. 

Answer by Thomas Kimber. A. Before 
this transformation of the mind and the 
heart, the will of God was not acceptable 
ceptable to us ; now it is. 

Teacher. Speaking of the will of God be- 
ing acceptable to us after we give ourselves 
to Him, I seem to hear many teachers say, 
not quite the words, that it is not acceptable 
to them, but they don’t want to do it. They 
see what His will is sometimes, and they 
say ; “Oh, [ cannot do it.” ) 
ask you to doit. He only a-ks you to let 
Him work through you. Then I hear them 
say: “Oh, well, some one won’t like it ;” or 
“what will this one or that one say?” Then, 
you have not given your whole being unto 
the Lord. If you had, you would not care 
one straw, what anybody in the world 
said of you. All you would care for, all you 
would think of, would be to please your 
father in Heaven. You would delight to do 
His will, whatever it might be. Nehemiah 
says that the “joy of the Lord is your 
strength ;”’ and so when it becomes our de- 
light to. do the Master’s will, then we are 
strong in the Lord, to go and do His bid- 
ding. 

Were I teaching a real class,I should now 


question them as to what new thoughts had | 


been presented; what they were going to 
take home from the lesson; and then to- 


gether, we would kneel before our Heavenly | 


Father, and ask Him to press home this pre- 
cious lesson to every one of our hearts; that 
every one of us who had been studying these 
blessed truths might give, ourselves more 
fully to the Lord, that we might know for 
ourselves what His good and acceptable,and 
perfect will concerning us was. 

Anthony M. Kimber—Teacher, is not 
this a “real class ?” 

By one impulse, all bowed here at the 
mercy seat; and vocal prayer was offered 
for a blessing, both on the teacher and the 


God does not! 


| and alone, with her great family of little ones. 
| But—that baby! Every one said,‘ What a 
'mercy if that child should die!’ The poor 
| woman almost thought so too. But the un- 
‘welcome babe would not die.” That child 
was God’s chosen one out of that family, for 
usefulness and honor in his service. He grew 
'to manhood, became a minister of the Gospel, 
/won many souls to Christ, wrote books which 
influenced for good the lives of thousands, 
and now his story, as the life of Rev. Dr. John 
Todd, is being widely circulated, to do a new 
work while he is in his Father’s presence.—S. 
|S. Times. 


_ > —— 


For Friends’ Review. 


HELPING PUBLIC CHARITY. 


During the present severe financial de- 
pression, many of the public charities are 
suffering severely for want of aid—some have 
run largely in debt, and others have had to 
curtail their operations. The poor have suf- 
fered severely in consequence, and religious 
labors have been stopped for want of life’s 
necessaries. Would it not be well to call the 
attention of Christians to such questions as 
the following : 

1. How many million dollars are consumed 
annually by Christians in the United States 
by smoking and chewing tobacco? 

2. What is the specie value of all the ear- 
rings now suspended from the ears of Chris- 
tian ladies ? 

3. Will not silver watches answer as well 
as gold, and how many dollars would the dif- 
ference amount to in the Union among pro- 
fessors? And what aid would thus be furnished 
‘o orphan asylums and homes for the friend- 
less ? 

4. How many Bibles and Testaments could 
be supplied to the destitute, if Christians 
would reduee the cost of their wardrobes, by 
buying good garments at ready-made cloth- 
ing stores, at half the price they now pay for 
certain forms? An INQUIRER. 


} we —_—— 


taught; and on the precious truths of the | 


Gospel they had listened to. 


(To be continued.) 


oo 


Gop’s CHorce Surprises Men.—In a 


From the (Philadelphia) Public Ledger. 
TRAINING SCHOOL FOR NURSES. 


The report of the Training School for 
Nurses in connection with the Woman’s 
Hospital gives a very satisfactory account of 





ome in Vermont, seventy-five years ago. a|this valuable adjunct to the service of the 
father lay a helpless cripple. His wife was|sick room and to the hospital. There is 
in frail health. Six children needed the care) another and we believe an older training 
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school for nurses which has also done good | 
service. In a recent paper read before the) 
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narily found in their service, and does away, 
therefore, with one of the serious drawbacks 


Social Science Association, Dr. John R.|in hospital experience. 


Packard urged the establishment of schools 
like these in connection with each of our 
large general hospitals, and adduced the ex- 
amples of similar schools in New York and 
Boston, in Paris and London. Here at home 
we find that already as far back as 1861 the 
charter of the Woman’s Hospital provided 
for the practical training of nurses, and du- 
ring the fifteen years of the existence of the 
hospital this especial work has been part of the 
hospital routine, so that many capable nurses 
have been supplied to private families, and 
the head nurses have gone out to take respon- 
sible posts in other hospitals and charitable 
institutions, and to work among the Indians. 
In the year 1872, the hospital established a 
systematic course of lectures to nurses, and a 
diet kitchen was fitted up with arrangements 
for thorough practical instruction in the prep- 
aration of food for the sick. The special 
fund provided by a few friends of the cause 
of a higher standard of education enabled the 
work to go on steadily, and in the last three 
years twenty-one nurses have taken the pre- 
scribed course of study and regularly grad- 
uated. Arrangements have now been made 


to give the last six months of the courses for 
training and instruction in one of the wards 
of the Philadelphia Hospital, thus extending 
the advantages alike to the nurse-students and 


to the public. 

The report gives the prescribed course of 
training, and the rules for application and in 
force during the period of study. These are 
clear, simple and to the purpose, and those 
who have the advantage of a diligent pursuit 
of the instruction thus provided, are likely to 
form a corps of nurses, whose services will be 
of inestimable value, alike in our public hos- 
pitals and other charitable institutions, and 
in private families, in all cases where help 
beyond the usual domestic requirements may 
be needed. The example of the work done 
at the Woman’s Hospital, with all the re- 
strictions of want of members and want of 
means, may well encourage the managers of 
our older and larger hospitals to set on foot 
similar schools, and to give and to gain the 
advantages of a corps of nurses iu training in 
their wards. Thesubscriptions and donations 
for the year 1875 amounted to nearly five 
thousand dollars, but of this sum three per- 
sons each contributed one thousand dollars, 
showing that those who appreciated the ne- 
cessity of a nurse training school gave freely 
to support that established by the Woman’s 
Hospital. The work is worthy of encourage- 
ment, and it pays as it goes on, for each hos- 
pital establishing such a school thus secures a 


-e- 


JOHN G. WHITTIER. 


A musing farmer’s boy, working in the 
fields, and ignorant of books, he early felt 
the poetic instinct moving in his soul, but 
thought his surroundings were essentially 
prosaic, and could never be sung. At last, 
one afternoon, while he was gathering in the 
hay, a pedler dropped a copy of Burns into 
his hands. Instantly his eyes were unsealed, 
There, in the neighboring field, was “ High- 
land Mary”; “The Cotter’s Saturday 
Night” occurred in his own father’s pious 
New England home; and the birds which 
carolled over his head, the flowers which grew 
under his feet, were as poetic as those to 
which the Scottish plowman had given peren- 
nial interest. Burns taught him to detect the 
beautiful in the common, but Burns could not 
corrupt the singularly pure soul of the lad by 
his enticing suggestions of idealized physical 
enjoyment, and unregulated passion. The boy 
grew into a man, cultivating assiduously his 
gift of song, though shy of showing it. The anti- 
slavery storm swept over the land, awakening 
consciences as well as stimulating intellects. 


Whittier had always lived in a region of 


moral ideas, and this anti-slavery inspiration 
inflamed his moral ideas into moral passion 
and moral wrath. If Garrison may be con- 
sidered the prophet of anti-slavery, and Phil- 
lips its orator, and Mrs. Stowe its novelist, 
and Sumner ‘its statesman, there can be no 
doubt that Whittier was its poet. Quaker as 
he was, his martial lyrics had something of 
the energy of a primitive bard urging on 
hosts to battle. Every word was a blow, as 
uttered by this newly-enrolled soldier of the 
Lord. “The silent, shy, peace-loving man” 
became a “ fiery partisan,’ and held his in- 
trepid way 
‘‘ against the public frown, 
The ban of church and State, the fierce mob's 
hounding down. 

He roused, condensed and elevated the public 
sentiment against slavery. The poetry was as 
genuine as the wrath was terrific, and many 
a political time-server who was proof against 
Garrison’s hottest denunciations and Phillips’ 
most stinging invectives, quailed before Whit- 
tier’s smiting rhymes.— Edwin P. Whipple, in 
Harper’s Magazine. 


- 


Harvarp Uwniversiry (Cambridge, 
Mass.) In the year 1874-75 the fees received 
from the students at Harvard, amounted to 
$168,541.72, and the income from the prop- 
erty of the University to $218,715.30; mak- 


much higher order of nurses than is ordi-| ing a total of annual receipts of $387,257.02. 
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The library has at present an annual income | 
of more than $10,000, exclusively devoted to| 
the purchase of books. In addition to stu- 
dents’ fees and the regular income of its funds, 
the college received donations during the year 
to the amount of $214,800. The current’! 
year will show a considerable increase from 
students. 

The library contains 212,000 volumes. 
Adding the various public libraries in Boston, 
scholars in Cambridge and its vicinity have 
access to collections of books whose total num- 
ber is nearly 900,000. 


> 
From The (London) Christian. 


FOR THE YOUNG. 


THE BLIND BOY'S PATIENCE. 


The other day I went to see a little blind 
boy. Scarlet fever had settled in his eyes, 
and for many months he had not seen at all. 
He used to be a sprightly little fellow, upon 
the run everywhere. 

“Well, my dear boy,” I said, “ this is hard 
for you, is it not?” 

He did not answer for a moment; then he 
said, “I don’t know that I ought to say hard 
—God knows best;” but his lip quivered, and 
a little tear stole down his cheek. 

“Yes, my child, you have a kind Heavenly 
Father, who loves you, and feels for you more 
even than your mother does.” 

“T know it, sir,” said the little boy, “and it 
comforts me.” 

“T wish Jesus were here to cure Frank,” 
said his little sister. 

“Well,” said I, “He will open little Frank’s 
eyes to see what a good Saviour He is. He 
will show him that a blinded heart is worse 
than blind eyes; and He will cure it, and 
make him see and enjoy beautiful heavenly 
things, so that he may sit here and bea thou- 
sand times happier than many children who 
are running about.” 

“T can’t help wishing he could see,” said 
Lizzie. 

“I dare say ; but I hope that you don’t try 
to make Frank discontented.” 

“Frank isn’t discontented,” said Lizzie 
earnestly ; “he loves God. And love sets 
everything right, and makes its own sunshine ; 
does it not, Frank ?” 

“T don’t feel cross now,” said the little 
blind boy, meekly, “When I’m alone I pray 
and sing my Sabbath-school hymns, and sing, 
and sing; and God is in the room, and it 
feels light, and—and—I forget I am blind at 
all;” and a sweet light stole over his pale 
features as he spoke. It was heavenly 
light, I was sure. 


A CHILD’s FAITH. 


_A few days ago a little child lay dying of 
diphtheria. His mother was dead. Nothing | 


,of God. 
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had been said to the child on the subject of 
religion during his illness. But he had 
learned of the Saviour, and he trusted him 
with a child’s simple faith. “ Papa,” he said 
cheerfully, “to-day I shall be with Jesus and 
mamma.” Then he drew himself up on his 
knees in bed, folded his hands, and prayed 
most sweetly. After this he asked to have 
his brothers and sisters brought to his bedside. 
As they gathered about him he bade them 
good-bye, one by one, telling them each 
what he had told his father. His pet pussy 
cat jumped on his bed just then. Patting its 
neck he said, “Good-bye pussy. I’m going 
to heaven to-day.” It was but a little while 
before the dear boy was with Jesus and his 
mamma. “Verily I say unto you, except ye 


be converted, and become as little children, 
kingdom of 


ye shall not enter into the 
heaven.” 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM A CON- 
VERTED INDIAN. 

“You told us of Jesus, the image of the 
invisible God. Jesus Christ lived, and 
walked and talked: He talked in the lan- 
guage of men, but His words were the words 
You taught us to read the Scrip- 
turee—the true scriptures, the words of God 
in the New Testament (oh, how I love the 
New Testament), that tells the most of Jesus 
Christ. It tells how God so loved the world 
that he spared not His own Son, and that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin- 
ners. We have heard it from you, and ‘have 
read it ourselves, and have believed that 
Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of sinners. 
My heart is sure of salvation, now that I 
know that God’s dear Soa can save me. [ 
feel I have got another heart. I feel in my 
heart much love to Christ, who so loved me. 
I used to worship idols, but I never loved 
them. No idol ever came into my heart, 
but Jesus Christ came into my heart, and He 
lives there; for this I am glad, because you 
are going away. Jesus Christ is not going— 
He will not leave me.” 

AT EASE IN ZION. 
At ease in Zion! What are souls to him 

He rests on roses, while the world is dying: 
Millions are passing on to their long doom, 

The nations in profoundest darkness lying, 

For love, and help, and healing vainly to us crying. 


? 


At ease in Zion! Can a soul redeemed, 

That should, while here, be solemn vigil keeping, 
Sit idly on its couch of luxury, 

When the world lies in saddest slumber sleeping, 

In pleasure’s deepest draught its senses madly steep- 

ing. 

At ease in Zion! Where is, then, the cross, 

The Master’s cross, all pain and shame defying ? 
Where is the true disciple’s cross and cup, 

The daily conflict and the daily dying, 

The fearless front of faith, the noble self-denying ? 
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At ease in Zion! Shall no sense of shame 
Arouse us from our self-indulgent dreaming ? 
No pity for the world? No love to Him, 
Who braved life’s sorrow, and man’s disesteeming ; 
Us to God’s light and joy by his dark death redeem- 
ing? H. Bonar. 


ee 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European advices to the 
27ht ult. have been received. 


GREAT BrITAIN.—The royal-titles bill passed third | 
reading in the House of Commons on the 23d, by a 
vote of 209 to 134. The next day a member gave no- 
tice that in the event of its passing both Houses, he 
would move an address to the Queen asking her not to | 
assume the title of Empress of India. 

The total number of persons who left English ports | 
for the United States in 1875 was 76,177; from Scot- 
land, 8,492; from Ireland, 20,377; total from the 
United Kingdom, 105,046, against 148,161 in 1874. | 
The total number emigrating from Great Britain to the | 
British North American and Australian colonies was | 
173,809 last year, 241,654 in 1874. 

A fleet of 400 wind-bound vessels left the river Mer- 
sey on the 2oth; of these 193 were bound to foreign | 
ports. The sight is spoken of as magnificent and | 
wholly unprecedented. The vessels formed a proces- | 
sion sometimes ten abreast, and occupied two hours in | 
passing a given point. 

At a recent meeting of the Artisans’ Institute for 
promoting general and technical knowledge, held in 
St. Martin’s Lane, London, an agent was appointed to 
communicate with various eminent persons, the city | 
companies &c., with a view of sending a deputation of | 
English workmen to the Centennial Exhibition at | 
Philadelphia. 

FRANCE.—On the 2ist, in the Senate, Victor Hugo | 
moved for a general amnesty for all acts committed | 
during the reign of the Commune. Minister Dufaure | 
proposed that the motion be declared “urgent.” He 
said that those who regretted the excesses into which | 
they had been led, deserved clemency, and the Presi- 
dent would exercise in their favor the right of pardon; 
but that for those who committed crimes, and who, re- 
maining enemies of society, still introduce into France 
writings which calumniate society and the government, | 
amnesty is impossible, and the Ministry will oppose it. 
«« Urgency” was unanimously voted. In the Chamber 
of Deputies, a motion for general amnesty: was made | 
by—Raspail, and one proposing an amnesty for politi- | 
cal press offences by—Magne. After some sharp 
debate, urgency was unanimously voted, on motion of | 
Minister Ricard. On the 24th the Chamber of Depu- | 
ties, almost without discussion, agreed to the abolition | 
of the state of siege. On the recommendation of a 
committee, an inquiry was ordered into the election of | 
a certain member, to ascertain whether there was undue 
interference on the part of the clergy. That member ad- 
vocated the right of the clergy to support candidates in | 
order to defend religion, menaced, he said, by the Dem- 
ocrats. Gambetta replied that he did not attack relig- | 
ious liberty, which ought to be protected under the re- | 
public as well as other government. All he aimed at | 
was to confine the clergy to their proper sphere, and 
prevent the pulpit from being transformed into a politi- | 
cal platform. 


SPAIN.—A protest has been received at Madrid from 
the Vatican against the article of the Spanish Constitu- | 
tion sanctioning religious toleration. The protest de- | 
clares that the article violates Catholic rights and annuls 
the Concordat. It is expected that the government will | 
send an energetic reply. 

In the Chamber of Deputies, on the 24th, Canovas 








| 





del Castillo, the Prime Minister, replied to a question 
respecting the suppression of the Fueros that constitu. 
tional unity would be immediately established through. 


| out Spain, but.that the government would not deter- 


mine the question of the interior administration of the 
Basque provinces without hearing their representatives. 


ITaLy.—A new ministry has been formed, which it 
is said will assume an energetic attitude on the ecclesi- 
astical question, and will pursue a more liberal home 
policy than the former one, while not changing the for- 
eign policy. 

Mount Vesuvius again became active on the 24th, 


| throwing out much smoke, which reflects the glare of 


the fire within the crater, but no lava had appeared on 
the 25th. 


HOLLAND.—A dispatch received in London from 


| Paris on the 25th, said that the dykes protecting Herz- 


ogenbosch or Bois-le-Duc, had been swept away by the 
floods, the railway bridge and roads destroyed, and the 
town completely isolated. Hundreds of houses had 
disappeared, and 6000 persons were homeless. The 
town is at the junction of the rivers Dommel and Aa, 
28 miles S. S. E. of Utrecht. 

GERMANY.—The High Court has adopted a charge 
of high treason against Count Von Arnim, and if he 
refuses to appear, his property is to be confiscated. 

CHINA.—Advices to the 1st ult. The government 
has decided to open to commerce Wahia and Tehang, 
towns in the interior, and Weachoo, a seaport. The 


| first locomotive in China has made a trial trip of one 


mile on a railway near Shanghai. Ratifications of a 
treaty with Peru have been exchanged at Tien tsin, the 
U. S. Consul acting for the Peruvian Minister. Rus- 
sians are making bold advances into Chinese territory, 
and have established a settlement on the right bank of 
the Amoor river. Chinese proclamations have been is- 
sued forbidding trade with Russians at this post. A 
request has been received that the government at Peking 
will hereafter allow Russian caravans to proceed di- 
rectly to that city. The Chinese are making greater 
preparations than were expected for the Philadelphia 
Exposition ; their entire contributions are estimated to 
be worth $160,000. 


Jaran.—A large edifice has been built in the public 
park at Yeddo for a permanent industrial exhibition. 
The postage between Japan and the United States, from 
the Ist inst.,is five cents for letters and two cents for news- 
papers. A Japanese postal agency has been established 


| at Shanghai, China, from which the same rates will be 


charged, The ambassador to Corea has returned, hav- 
ing concluded a treaty for diplomatic and commercial 
intercourse. Three Corean ports are to be opened, and 
the kingdom to be free of access to all Japanese. 

CENTRAL AMERICA.—Although outwardly at peace, 
a feeling of distrust prevails between the several States, 
and each is keeping troops ready for an emergency. 
Between Salvador and Guatemala a rupture appears 
imminent, the cause of which is not explained in the 
accounts received. 


CONGRESS.—The Senate has passed the post-route 


| bill; one providing that Judge McCandless of Pennsyl- 


vania may be retired, on account of ill-health, before 


| attaining the age of 70 years ; and one regulating the 


manner of counting the electoral votes on a Presidential 
election. ‘The House passed a bill prohibiting the re- 
quiring or receiving by any officer or employee of the 
government of any contributions for political purposes; 
and one repealing the law which forbids the appoint- 
ment to any position in the army of any person who 
served in the military, naval or civil service of the 
“Confederate States.” The legislative and judicial 
appropriation bill, and that providing for the deficiency 
in the Engraving and Printing Bureau, and for the is- 
suing of silver coin, were debated without action. 





